THE ACT OF REFORM
to recruit, for use against Turkey, 30,000 troops from
Polish territory. Prussia offered the same guarantee,
but with her own condition.
And in Poland there was at kst a genuine wave of
constitutional reform. Stanislaw himself, powerless
and pleasure-loving as he was, and subdued by the
strong personality of Catherine, had for the first and
perhaps only time in his career fearlessly asserted himself
as a man and a king, and had placed himself at the head
of his people. A Diet met at Warsaw on October 6,
1788, with the majority of its deputies pledged to consti-
tutional reform, and after resolving itself into a Con-
federation to escape the obstacle of the Libemm veto,
set honestly and earnesdy to work. Catherine's appeal
for help and offer of a guarantee were countered with a
demand for the instant withdrawal of the Russian troops,
and situated as she was she was forced to comply. Then
the permanent council of Russian nominees was abolished
and the Diet considered the offer of Prussia. It was
then made plain that Prussia wanted something very
substantial for her help, nothing less than Danzig and
Thorn. Frederick William suggested that as compensa-
tion Poland eventually would be able to recover some
of her lost territory from Austria. There was a conse-
quent deky in dealing with the Prussian offer, and
when ultimately a treaty was made it did not include
the cession of Danzig and Thorn to Prussia. This de-
fensive treaty was signed in 1790.
In the meantime the Diet had spent two valuable years
in discussing the details of the scheme of reform. There
was a strong dislike manifested among the conservative
szlachta against an hereditary monarchy, though they
admitted that the periodical elections of a king had the
most disturbing effect upon the country. It was also
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